
PSYC 1113-020: INTRO PSYCH 
Tues & Thurs from 2:00-3:15PM in CLB 118  

COURSE OBJECTIVE 

The course surveys the principles, theories, vocabulary, and applications of 

the science of psychology.  The course is required of all Psychology majors.  

The course also fulfills the University’s general education requirement for 

the social sciences.  As a general education course, students will learn:  

a) about the relationship between historic and contemporary issues and will 

understand contemporary issues with sensitivity to a rapidly changing, 

diverse, and complex world; b)   how psychology applies to the practice 

of their discipline and to other disciplines, to society, and to their own lives; 

c)   the causes of human behavior and their consequences;  d)   to identify 

real-world problems related to psychology and to be able to evaluate 

solutions; e)   to understand how the study of psychology has evolved over 

time; f)   learn about tools of statistics and biological sciences to analyze 

complex problems related to psychology; and g)   how to communicate 

original thought about psychology in written assignments.  

COURSE REQUIREMENTS (700 POINTS POSSIBLE) 

1. Examinations (525 points) - Three exams worth 175 points 

each.  There are 4 non-cumulative exams, including the final.  You can 

drop your lowest exam score. 

 

2.  In-class quizzes (55 points possible).  Research has shown that 

students learn more from classes in which short quizzes are administered at 

random throughout the semester.  You will have 7 random quizzes, which 

will involve straightforward questions from the reading.  Five of the 7 will be 

scored. Each quiz is worth 11 points. You can miss two with no 

penalty. 

 

3.  Short Writing Assignments (120 points total: 3 papers worth 

40 points each).  Three short papers will be required.  Each paper will 

focus on a topic related to course material.  The length of the papers is a 

minimum of 750 words.  Papers must be turned in via the dropbox on D2L.  

All papers will be screened for plagiarism using Turnitin.com.   

 

4.   Research Component. (Pass/Fail credit)  The field of psychology 

is research intensive.  All students in this course will learn about how 

research in psychology is conducted and interpreted. There are three options 

for fulfilling the research experience component of the course.  Students 

failing to complete all 6 research units will have their final course 

grade reduced by one letter grade. See “research experience 

handout” on D2L for more information. 

Instructor: Angela Bell 
E-mail: angela.bell@okstate.edu 
Office hours: Tues 10:30-12:30P 
Office: 015 North Murray 
 
Undergrad TA: Danielle King 
E-mail: Danielle.king@okstate.edu 
Office hours: Tues & Thurs 12-1:00P 
Office: 015 North Murray 
 
Class website: oc.okstate.edu 
 
Required textbook:  
Schachter, D., Gilbert, D., & Wegner, 
D. (2011).  Psychology (2nd Edition). 
New York: Worth Publishers. ISBN: 
9781429237192 

 
 

 
 

 
 

     Important dates: 
      
     Exam 1: February 6th in class  
     Exam 2: March 6th  in class 
     Exam 3: April 10th in class 

     Final Exam: May 6th in class, 2P 
 
     Paper 1: January 30th , 11:55P 
     Paper 2: February 27th , 11:55P 
     Paper 3: April 3rd, 11:55P 
 
     Research participation: May 2nd, 5P 
     Bonus pts deadline: May 4th, 11:55P 
       
     Spring break: March 17-21  
       

 



5. Extra Credit (60 points max) Students may obtain up to 60 points 

doing additional activities listed under the research  component category.  

See the research experiences handout.  It is important to note that you are 

able to earn points equaling 8% of your overall grade.  For each ½ unit of 

credit earned on SONA beyond the required six units, you will 

earn 5 points extra credit up to the maximum of 60 points. 

COURSE SUMMARY 

Date  Topic    Assignment 

Week 1  Introduction   Chapter 1 

Week 2  Research Methodology Chapter 2  

Week 3  Biological Foundations Chapter 3 

Week 4  Exam 1  

Week 5  Memory   Chapter 6 

Week 6  Learning   Chapter 7 

Week 7  Language and Thought Chapter 9 

Week 8  Exam 2  

Week 9  Human Development  Chapter 11 

Week 10  Spring Break 

Week 11  Personality   Chapter 12 

Week 12  Social Psychology  Chapter 13 

Week 13  Exam 3 Review    

Week 14  Psych Disorders  Chapter 14  

Week 15  Treatments for Disorders Chapter 15 

Week 16  Stress & Health  Chapter 16   

Week 17  Final Exam    

COURSE GRADING 

The total number of points that are possible in class is 700. In order to receive the grade on the left, one must 
earn the number of points shown on the right.  

Grade     Required Points 
A     at least 630 points 
B     at least 560 points   
C     at least 490 points 
D     at least 420 points   

MAKE UP EXAMS 

If you have another class that is scheduled to meet during the common exam time for this course (i.e., Thursdays, 5:30-

6:30), you must arrange a make-up for your Psychology 1113 exam.  Please see your instructor during the first two weeks 

of the semester to schedule your make-up exams for Exams 1, 2, and 3.   

 

It is your responsibility to take each exam during its designated time and at the designated location. If you miss an exam 

or show up at the wrong exam location, then a score of zero (0) will be entered as the exam score.   Because you are 

allowed to drop your lowest exam grade, any missed exam for which there is no documentation of a 

personal or family emergency will be counted as the exam grade that you will drop.  If you miss a second 

 
 
 
 
 

 



exam, you will be eligible for a make-up only for the following three circumstances: 1) a signed document from a physician 

that indicates that you were hospitalized or seriously ill the day of the exam; 2) documented death of a member of your 

immediate family (documentation would involve memorial pamphlet from funeral); and 3) documentation that you are 

participating in a university-sponsored activity.  In order to qualify for a make-up exam, you must notify your instructor 

before the exam.  Make up exams may be different exams, containing all short answer questions rather than a mixture of 

short answer and multiple choice questions.  All make-up exams will be given at the testing center, which comes with a 

cost of $15.00 per exam, which must be paid by the student at the time that the make-up exam is administered. 

CLASSROOM CONDUCT 

Most students find it easy to conduct themselves in a manner that is respectful and courteous to both fellow classmates 

and the instructor.  Respectful and courteous behavior is necessary for the classroom to be a place where learning can 

occur.  It is expected that you will arrive to class on time and stay until your instructor dismisses you.  It is expected that 

you will turn off cell phones and pagers during class.  It is expected that you will take notes during lecture and answer 

questions posed by the instructor.  It is also expected that you will ask questions when you are unclear about information 

that has been presented.   

 

Engaging in ANY behavior that is distracting to other students and/or the instructor or that is disruptive in any way may 

result in your being referred to the Student Conduct Office (326 Student Union 744-5470).  Such behaviors include 

unnecessary excessive talking to classmates during lecture, sleeping, reading newspapers, non course materials, among 

other discourteous acts.  Any behavior that involves sexual and/or racial/ethnic harassment of the instructor, teaching 

assistants or fellow students will also result in you being referred to the Student Conduct Office.  See the following link 

http://www.okstate.edu/ucs/dsbs.html for more information about the University’s views on inappropriate classroom 

conduct.   

REQUESTS FOR SPECIAL ACCOMODATIONS  

According to the Americans with Disabilities Act, each student with a disability is responsible for notifying the University 

of his or her disability and to request accommodations. If you think that you have a qualified disability and need special 

accommodations, you should notify the instructor and request verification of eligibility for accommodations from the 

Office of Student Disability Services, 315 Student Union. Please advise the instructor of such disability as soon as possible, 

and contact Student Disability Services, to ensure timely implementation of appropriate accommodations. The instructor 

of this class will respond when he receives official notice of a disability, but he/she does not provide retroactive 

accommodations.  Students requesting to take exams in the University’s Testing Center should contact the instructor in 

person at least two weeks before the date of the exam. 

ACADEMIC INTEGRITY 

All violations of the University’s Academic Integrity policy will be reported to the OSU administration.   For more 

information about the University’s Academic Integrity policy, see http://www.okstate.edu/ucs/integritystudent.html.  In 

Psyc 1113, we have a zero tolerance policy on academic misconduct.  Students who engage in any academic 

misconduct whatsoever (see University’s definition) will receive an F! for the entire course.   Allowing 

someone to copy your answers during an exam or allowing someone to use your work for a written 

assignment IS considered academic conduct.   

 

Any written assignment that is plagiarized will result in a zero for the assignment and an F! for the course.  If you are 

uncertain about what counts as plagiarism, please visit the Writing Center (http://english.okstate.edu/writing/). Writing 

specialists can advise you about how to avoid plagiarism.   

 

http://www.okstate.edu/ucs/dsbs.html
http://www.okstate.edu/ucs/integritystudent.html
http://english.okstate.edu/writing/


During exams, if you are caught looking at another student’s exam or using cheat-sheets or notes of any kind, your exam 

will be confiscated immediately and you will be asked to leave the exam room.  You will receive a zero for the exam and be 

turned in to the University to receive an F!.  If you allow another student to view your answers during an exam, your exam 

will also be confiscated immediately and you will be asked to leave the exam room. You will receive a zero for the exam 

and be turned in to the University to receive an F!. 

INFORMATION FOR HONORS STUDENTS 

This course cannot be contracted for honors credit through the honors college.  There are honors sections (i.e., Psych 1113 

section 701, 702, 703) of this course offered each semester.  Please contact your honors advisor for more information. 

INFORMATION FOR ESL STUDENTS 

In this course, you cannot use dictionaries to take exams.  Learning core vocabulary in psychology is a fundamental part 

of the curriculum.   

COPYRIGHT NOTICE  

The lectures and course materials, including power point presentations, tests, outlines, and similar materials, are 

protected by copyright. You may take notes and make copies of course materials for your own use. You may not and may 

not allow others to reproduce or distribute lecture notes and course materials publicly whether or not a fee is charged 

without the written consent of the instructor. 


